 Minutes for meeting held Thursday 7th July 2022 at 6pm at Wingates Village Institute
Present : Chris Tait (Chair) Louise Kirkwood Nigel Fisher Sue Rollitt(Clerk) Nick Johnston representative from NCC Climate Change team, 1 parishioner
Apologies from Glen Sanderson
Declaration of Interest on any item other than standard declaration of interest NONE
Minutes of AGM held Thursday 19th May 2022/Chairs report /Audit Meeting held 13th June 2022 approved and signed by Chris Tait.
Parishioners Questions.
A parishioner attended the meeting to raise concerns regarding letters received by some residents of Wingates from the Highways Department at County Hall. The letters requested under the Highways Act, that residents were required to remove stones and small boulders illegally placed on the grass verges bordering their properties which are owned by the Council. These have been in situ for many years .There had been a complaint forwarded to County Hall. The aforementioned stones had to be removed within a fortnight or the council would do so but at a cost to the residents. Councillors requested that an email be sent to Highways Department, copying in Glen Sanderson and Katie Gerrard ,the Community Police Officer based at Alnwick.
  Report from Glen Sanderson County Councillor read to Councillors as Glen could not attend
1 The Council is doing really well in almost all areas compared to other similar Councils but needs to sort out the management issues.
2 Jubilee holidays went very well and the £70.000 fund was over subscribed by £15.000 which NCC met to ensure all the 200 events went well.
3 The new £50.000 Climate Change Community Fund has also been heavily oversubscribed. NCC are to continue repairing local rural roads now the big road schemes have been delivered over the past year.
Matters Arising
1 Nick Johnston NCC very kindly attended our meeting to explain the new initiative, Northumberland County Council Climate Change Action Plan 2021-23. He discussed the Climate Change Toolkit information booklet with Councillors highlighting that we have to balance the benefit of small changes in our lifestyles to achieve bigger goals by proceeding with 1 or 2 ideas and take small steps. Humshaugh PC have started their Action Plan, he will ask them to contact us to share ideas. Louise stated that Wingates Village Institute have commenced applications for solar panels funded by CAN to be installed at the Hall. Noted that the Wingates Windfarm Community Fund can also be used for any Climate Change projects. We need to engage more readily with farmers as a solution to the problems regarding agro forestry/tree planting.
 NCC are to use synthetic fuels, for example vegetable oil for use in a selection of vehicles including refuse wagons, unfortunately this is not produced in the UK at present.
Warm Homes Grants also available to apply for.
We need to establish a Sustainability Plan with achievable targets, assess and review which the Climate Change Team will look at for us. Discussed having a coffee morning at the Village Hall to promote the Climate Change information and to invite ideas from parishioners, Nick could provide leaflets, forest of promises and Chris suggested a children’s poster painting competition.
All Councillors passed a resolution to support Northumberland County Council’s Climate Change Action Plan 2021-2023 Declaration of Climate Emergency.
Nick Johnston left the meeting.
2 Notification sent to Councillors regarding the retirement of Stephen Rickitt (NALC). Letter of thanks for his guidance and invaluable knowledge which he has imparted to us over the years to be sent to him.
3 Newsletter update plus Northumberland Town and Parish Council Climate Change Toolkit information be included. Chris to send draft to us.
4 Louise and Nigel updated Chris on WVI emergency hub paperwork which has been completed online. Nigel told Councillors that a meeting had been held with Northern Power Grid and 7 million pounds has been set aside to embark on surveys of every household within their service area which includes Lincolnshire,Northumberland and Cumbria,regarding the feasibility of connecting a generator in the event of any future power outages. 
Correspondence
1 Local Transport Plan discussed agreed to request a water depth indicator again, for Fiddlers Elbow near to Wingates. Requests to be in by 29th July 2022
Plans
1 Comments of approval for proposed Wingates Sawmill permanent residential building sent 2nd July 2022
2 Comments for proposed Rothbury Woodland Creation to be sent
Finances
1 In A/C as of July 7th 2022 £439.77
2 BHIB Insurance /NALC cheques sent 23rd May 2022 
3 Audit information /Public Exercise of Rights placed on website and Public Exercise of Rights placed on notice board Sunday 19th June 2022 – Friday 29th July 2022 
Meeting closed at 7.15pm       Next meeting Monday 12th September 2022 at 6pm



